
 

Use our exhibitions to stimulate your pupils’ learning this 

term…. Workshops for Schools 

Lakeside Arts’ galleries provide an inspiring range of changing exhibitions as the stimulus for 

educational activity. In fully facilitated sessions students are encouraged to engage with the 

art, articulate responses and gain new skills/knowledge. Associate Artists and Learning 

Team staff provide practical sessions in the galleries, the Museum of Archaeology, the 

studios, and the wider Lakeside environment. They make connections with work on show, 

and extend students’ art, design, history, literacy and cross-curricular experience.  

Mat Collishaw Exhibition  

Modelling Minibeasts                               EYFS / Key Stage 1 

Take inspiration from the artwork in our Mat Collishaw exhibition, then learn about the 

minibeasts and birds you can find in the environment at Highfields Park. Create your own 

clay creatures to take back to school and create a Mat Collishaw-inspired installation in the 

classroom.                      

Woven Roots                                                                Key Stages 1 & 2 

Explore the roots and branches of trees in the Mat Collishaw exhibition, sketching patterns 

and shapes in the gallery. In the studio, as a class, create a large beautiful woven tree from 

your drawings using pins and threads.  

Zoetrope* workshop, The Life Cycle of Plants           Key Stage 1 & 2 

Join us for an artistic, scientific study! Explore the Mat Collishaw exhibition to find out about 

the early forms of animation, before creating your own optical illusion spinners. The group 

will then discuss the lives of plants and create a simple zoetrope* animation to illustrate their 

learnings.  

*http://www.zoetrope.org/zoetrope-history  

Trees of Life                                      adaptable for Key Stages 1, 2 & 3 

Explore the Mat Collishaw exhibition focusing on his work inspired by the natural world 

including ‘The Albion’ featuring The Major Oak. Whilst learning about the importance of trees 

and ancient woodland, groups will work collaboratively to make their own sculptural tree 

installation.  

Jars of Curiosity                                             Key Stages 2 & 3 

Look at the work of Mat Colishaw and think about where he gets his inspiration from, in 

particular the links to the Victorian period and ‘cabinets of curiosities’. Using a range of arts 

materials (including wire, clay and recycled items), create small, beautiful creatures to place 

in jars. We will then play an adjectives game to think up names to label each creature jar 

with.  

http://www.zoetrope.org/zoetrope-history


 

Florence Nightingale Comes Home Exhibition  

Historic Scenes, Florence Nightingale                        Key Stage 1 & 2 

Using a mix of fabric and card, create flat card props to help tell the story of Florence, or 

other strong women or men from history. Thinking about gestures, create a tableau where 

the children need to focus on their physical positioning, body language and facial 

expression. There is no speech in a tableau and as such, the importance of their artwork and 

physicality to tell the story must be stressed.  

Lady with the Lamp – lamp making                             Key Stage 1 & 2 

Visit the Florence Nightingale exhibition and explore her life and her influence on nursing, 

social reform and more.  Learn about her dedication to round the clock care for patients 

which led to her being known as “The Lady with the Lamp”.  Celebrate the achievements of 

Florence by crafting simple lamps to take back to school.   

Drawing Data, Florence Nightingale                Key Stage 2 & 3 

Pupils will visit the exhibition at Lakeside and find out about Florence Nightingale’s work as a 
nurse and statistician, looking at how she used visual data to illustrate and communicate her 
findings. The group will collect data from the exhibition and use it to create simple graphs 
and infographics. They will then record information about their own lives and, using a range 
of materials, create a unique artwork in response to their own data. 

  
 
Cost of workshops (2 hours): £100 per class plus VAT.  Maximum 32 in each group. 

 
For more information about any of these sessions and to book a visit, contact  
Louise Kay: 0115 846 7185, Louise.Kay @nottingham.ac.uk  
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